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The following instructional plan is part of a GaDOE collection of Unit Frameworks, Performance Tasks, examples of Student Work, and Teacher 

Commentary for the World Geography Social Studies Course. 

World Geography - Unit 4 - SSWG3: Political Geography 

Elaborated Unit Focus 

 

 

 

 

Students will evaluate how cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of the earth’s surface. 
Students will focus on how political boundaries are created and why are they changed.  They will understand and explain conflict 
among cultural groups and how the geography of a country can be an advantage or disadvantage.  Finally, students will be able 
to explain how networks and organizations influence places around the world on many scales. 

Connection to 
Connecting 
Theme/Enduring 
Understandings 

Beliefs and Ideals: The student will understand that the beliefs and ideals of a society influence the social, political, 

and economic decisions of that society.  

Conflict and Change: The student will understand that when there is conflict between or within societies, change is 

the result.   

Conflict Resolution: The student will understand that societies resolve conflicts through legal procedures, force, 

and/or compromise. 

Culture: The student will understand that the culture of a society is the product of the religion, beliefs, customs, 

traditions, and government of that society. 

Location: The student will understand that location affects a society’s economy, culture, and development.  

Movement/Migration: The student will understand that the movement or migration of people and ideas affects all 

societies involved.  

Production, Distribution, Consumption: The student will understand that the production, distribution, and 

consumption of goods/services produced by the society are affected by the location, customs, beliefs, and laws of 

the society.  
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GSE for Social Studies 

(standards and 
elements) 

SSWG3 Evaluate how cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of the 
earth’s surface. 

a. Explain why political boundaries are created and why they change (e.g., nation, state vs. nation-
state; political vs. ethnic sovereignty; the unrecognized states of Palestine, Kosovo, and Taiwan). 

b. Explain how geography (size, shape, and relative location) can be an advantage or disadvantage to 
participation in global exchange (e.g., Chile, Indonesia, Russia, Canada, South Africa/Lesotho, 
Turkey, and Switzerland).           

c. Explain the causes of external and internal conflicts among cultural groups, including but not 
limited to ongoing border disputes and separatist movements (e.g., partition of India, post-colonial 
Africa, and independence movements of the Scots, Kurds, and Basques). 

d. Explain how political, economic, and social networks and organizations of global power influence 
places, countries, and regions (e.g., United Nations, NAFTA, African Union, the European Union, the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 1961 Antarctica Treaty, Non-Governmental Organizations, 
and social media).  

 

Connection to Literacy 
Standards for Social 
Studies (reading 
and/or writing) 

L11-12 WHST: 8 
L11-12RHSS: 1, 2, 6, 7 
L9-10RHSS: 1, 5, 6 

 

Connection to Social 
Studies Matrices 
(information 
processing and/or map 
and globe skills) 

Map and Globe Skills: 4-12 

Information Processing Skills: 1,3,6,8,11,12,15 
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Essential Questions and Related Supporting/Guiding Questions 

Enduring 
Understanding  

Conflict and Change 

1. How can location cause conflict? 
a. How can political boundaries cause conflict? 
b. What factors benefit trade? 
c. How are resources incentives for conflict and change? 

Enduring 
Understanding  

Location and 
Movement/Migration 

1. Why do boundaries change? 

a. When do you know change is needed? 
b. How are boundaries created? 
c. What positive/negative changes occur when boundaries change? 

 

Enduring 
Understanding  

Conflict Resolution 

1. Why can’t we be friends? 

a. What factors can impact peace? 
b. What tactics or methods help to promote or hinder conflict resolution? 
c. How can individuals, groups and organizations influence positive outcomes? 
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Sample Instructional Activities/Assessments 

Boundaries 

Activity 1:  Using the terms list below, have students 1. Summarize the term 2. Illustrate their summary and 3. Find real world 
examples of each explaining why the example fits the term. Note: Some examples may be debatable and/or fit more than one 
category. Some helpful sites (images included in the source set) 

• “The creation date of (almost) every international border.” From Geography Education 
https://c1.staticflickr.com/5/4596/24556520177_d5a5b6d97a_o.png 

• “Political Geography Now: Updates on the world's countries and borders” https://www.polgeonow.com/ 

Terms:  

1. Nation 
2. State 
3. Nation-state 
4. Stateless nation 
5. Multi-state nation 
6. Multi-nation state 

 

GSE Standards and 
Elements 

a. Explain why political boundaries are created and why they change (e.g., nation, state vs. nation-
state; political vs. ethnic sovereignty; the unrecognized states of Palestine, Kosovo, and Taiwan). 

Literacy Standards 

Social Studies Matrices 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

L11-12 WHST: 8 
L11-12RHSS: 1, 2, 6, 7 
L9-10RHSS: 1, 5, 6 

Map and Globe Skills: 4-12 

Information Processing Skills: 1,3,6,8,11,12,15 
 

https://c1.staticflickr.com/5/4596/24556520177_d5a5b6d97a_o.png
https://www.polgeonow.com/
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Size, shape, and relative location 

Different types of sizes, shapes and relative locations of countries sometimes have advantages and disadvantages in terms of 
participation in global exchange.  Using the examples provided, brainstorm the different advantages and disadvantages; think 
about location in the context of resources, culture, language, etc. as well as size, shape, and relative location.  Collect your 
thoughts for each example on a graphic organizer (i.e., T-chart, double bubble, etc). Examples listed below, and images included 
in Unit 4 Source Set.  

Examples: 

• Elongated – Chile 

• Fragmented – Indonesia 

• Large land area – Russia 

• Perforated – South Africa and Lesotho  

• Relative location: connecting trade routes/continents – Turkey 

• Compact and landlocked - Switzerland 

 

GSE Standards and 
Elements 

b.  Explain how geography (size, shape, and relative location) can be an advantage or disadvantage to 
participation in global exchange (e.g., Chile, Indonesia, Russia, Canada, South Africa/Lesotho, Turkey, and 
Switzerland). 

Literacy Standards 

Social Studies Matrices 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

L11-12 WHST: 8 
L11-12RHSS: 1, 2, 6, 7 
L9-10RHSS: 1, 5, 6 

Map and Globe Skills: 4-12 

Information Processing Skills: 1,3,6,8,11,12,15 
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Conflict among cultural groups 
1. Have students pair up and brainstorm ideas to answer the following questions. After 3-5 minutes, have students share 

their answers with the class. 
1. What might cause conflict among cultural groups? 
2. How could borders be an issue between different countries? 
3. Why would a group want to separate from their country? 

2. In groups, have student analyze the following sources, looking for answer to the questions above in regards to India, 
Pakistan, and Bangladesh: (instruct students to consider the point of view of each source) 
a. political and cultural maps below (larger images in Unit 4 source set) 
b. Economy and welfare and Society sections of the BBC article “After partition: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh” 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/629/629/6922293.stm   
c. The Aljazeera article “Partition: An event to celebrate, mourn, or forget. Pakistan, India and Bangladesh each 
remember Partition differently and all seem to forget the role of colonialism.” 
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/partition-event-celebrate-mourn-forget-190809110428864.html  

3. To conclude this activity, have students write responses to the following question and CITE the source they are using to 
justify their answer: 
1- What are some of the causes of the conflict between these countries? 
2- In your opinion, what could cause lasting peace?  
3- Whose voice is missing from this set of sources AND what additional information do you need to answer these 
questions? 

GSE Standards and 
Elements 

c. Explain the causes of external and internal conflicts among cultural groups, including but not limited to 
ongoing border disputes and separatist movements (e.g., partition of India, post-colonial Africa, and 
independence movements of the Scots, Kurds, and Basques). 

Literacy Standards 

Social Studies Matrices 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

L11-12 WHST: 8 
L11-12RHSS: 1, 2, 6, 7 
L9-10RHSS: 1, 5, 6 
Map and Globe Skills: 4-12 
Information Processing Skills: 1,3,6,8,11,12,15 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/629/629/6922293.stm
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/partition-event-celebrate-mourn-forget-190809110428864.html
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1. Dominion of Pakistan created on 14 August 1947. Became world's first Islamic Republic in 1956. New city of Islamabad replaced Karachi as 
capital in the mid 1960s 
2. British India was made up of provinces, princely states and state agencies. An independent Union of India was created on 15 August 1947 and 
renamed the Republic of India in 1950 
3. Punjab was split in two. Majority Muslim western part became Pakistan's Punjab province; majority Sikh and Hindu eastern part became 
India's Punjab state 
4. Bengal divided into Indian state of West Bengal and East Pakistan, which became East Bengal in 1956 and Bangladesh achieved independence 
after a civil war in 1971 
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World Religions 2013 

 
Source: http://carrieonadventures.com/inspiration/graphics/worldreligions-detailed.png Permission to use© 2013 by Carrie Osgood | CLO 
Communications Data sources are the United Nations Population Fund and the World Religion Database, both using 2010 figures.  
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Global organizations and networks 

Divide the class into small groups, then assign one of the following organizations to each group:   

• United Nations, NAFTA, African Union, the European Union, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 1961 Antarctica 
Treaty, or Non-Governmental Organizations. 

Instruct student to find the following information:  
1- organizational goal  
2- methods/tactics used to influence political, economic power  
3- examples of the success or failure of these methods  
4- answer the question: How effective is the organization(s) in meeting its goals? 
 

If you would like include some media literacy skills into the lesson, have students complete the information below on a worksheet or in their journal. 

GSE Standards and 
Elements 

d. Explain how political, economic, and social networks and organizations of global power influence places, 
countries, and regions (e.g., United Nations, NAFTA, African Union, the European Union, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, 1961 Antarctica Treaty, Non-Governmental Organizations, and social media).  

Literacy Standards 

Social Studies Matrices 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

L11-12 WHST: 8 
L11-12RHSS: 1, 2, 6, 7 
L9-10RHSS: 1, 5, 6 

Map and Globe Skills: 4-12 

Information Processing Skills: 1,3,6,8,11,12,15 
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Link and Author/organization of the 

site 

Summarize the information relevant 

to research questions 

Summarize the author/organization 

from the site’s “about” page 

Search the author/organization. What do 

other people say about this 

organization? What does this 

information tell you about the author’s 

point of view/bias? 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task 

Simulation 

Students will be using their knowledge gained in the standards to solve a worldwide crisis.  The crisis is “There has been 
discovered in Antarctica a substance, named MH524, that will radically change the world --solving the hunger and energy needs 
of the people of the Earth.”  Students will be assigned a specific group or country to have a Model United Nations like simulation 
where each student or student group will represent the interests of their assigned group or country to debate and come to a 
solution or agreement of how to handle the discovery of the substance MH524 and its impact on the future.  Students should 
take on the views of their respective groups and debate and give speeches of how they believe the world should act.  The final 
result would be the construction of a plan to harness and use the substance for the good of the planet.  

GSE Standards and 
Elements 

SSWG3 Evaluate how cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of the earth’s 
surface. 

a. Explain why political boundaries are created and why they change (e.g., nation, state vs. nation-state; 
political vs. ethnic sovereignty; the unrecognized states of Palestine, Kosovo, and Taiwan). 

b. Explain how geography (size, shape, and relative location) can be an advantage or disadvantage to 
participation in global exchange (e.g., Chile, Indonesia, Russia, Canada, South Africa/Lesotho, Turkey, and 
Switzerland).           

c. Explain the causes of external and internal conflicts among cultural groups, including but not limited to 
ongoing border disputes and separatist movements (e.g., partition of India, post-colonial Africa, and 
independence movements of the Scots, Kurds, and Basques). 

d. Explain how political, economic, and social networks and organizations of global power influence places, 
countries, and regions (e.g., United Nations, NAFTA, African Union, the European Union, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, 1961 Antarctica Treaty, Non-Governmental Organizations, and social media).  

Literacy Standards 

Social Studies Matrices 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 

L11-12 WHST: 8 
L11-12RHSS: 1, 2, 6, 7 
L9-10RHSS: 1, 5, 6 

Map and Globe Skills: 4-12 

Information Processing Skills: 1,3,6,8,11,12,15 
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Additional Information, Rubrics for the Performance Task 

Global Conference simulation 

Situation: There has been discovered in Antarctica a substance, named MH524, that will radically change the world --solving the 

hunger and energy needs of the people of the Earth. It can be used as food for people and also for powering the energy needs of 

individuals.  

Directions: A global meeting of major groups, countries, and people groups of the world has been called.  The goal or objective of 

the meeting is “to create a plan to control and make MH524 available to all people on the Earth.” You are assigned to represent one 

of the groups, countries, or people groups that were invited to the Global Conference. The following groups were called to the 

meeting and should be selected/assigned to individual students or small groups to represent them at the Global Conference.  

Students should be knowledgeable about the 1961 Antarctic Treaty and its stipulations about Antarctica.  After time spent 

researching about each country, groups will give a 1 minute speech outlining their country’s or group’s views on this discovery and 

what should be done about it. After each group presents their speeches to the class and teacher, they will submit their written 

proposal of how to handle the situation.  After all speeches are done, perhaps the next day, the teacher will circulate the various 

proposals.  Students will then meet in groups based on regions of the world--continents, and decide upon a proposal. Each proposal 

from each continent or hemisphere will be debated in front of the representatives for 2 minutes each.  After the debate/discussion, 

representatives will vote (one group, one vote) on the best solution/plan and will agree to follow the majority vote to solve the 

MH524 issue.   
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● Palestine 
● Kosovo 
● Taiwan 
● Chile 
● Indonesia 
● Russia 
● Canada 
● South Africa/Lesotho 
● social media 
● China 

● United States 
● Canada  
● Mexico 
● India 
● Pakistan 
● United Nations 
● NAFTA 
● African Union 
● the European Union 
● the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
● Non-Governmental Organizations 

 

● Turkey 
● Switzerland 
● Scotland  
● Kurds 
● Basques 
● United Kingdom 
● Iraq 
● Syria 
● Israel 
● Germany 
● Japan 
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Grading/Assessment 
Students should have completed research on their country or group, presented a 1 minute speech, a written proposal, and a 2 minute speech. 
Students will graded on the quality of information and knowledge of their specific groups and the appropriateness of their proposal for the 
simulation.  A combined rubric could be used like the example below. Total points possible is 30.  There is 5 point bonus for creating the winning 
proposal.  
1 minute speech 

0 points 5 points 8 points 10 points 

Did not give a speech gave a 1 minute speech, but did not 
effectively represent their group or 
country, stated wrong or inaccurate 
information, did not take on the 
perspective of their group or country 

gave a 1 minute speech, and did 
effectively represent their group or 
country, stated correct and accurate 
information, lacked cohesion or the 
perspective of their country 

gave a 1 minute speech, effectively 
representing their group or country, 
stated correct and accurate  
information, took on the perspective 
of their group or country 

Written proposal  

0 points 5 points 8 points 10 points 

Did not give write a 
proposal 

presented a solution in writing to the 
global crisis of MH524, did not address 
both the food/energy possibilities, did 
not address the distribution and control 
of the resource, grammar and spelling 
mistakes 

presented a realistic solution in writing to 
the global crisis of MH524, addressed 
both the food/energy possibilities, did not 
address the distribution and control of the 
resource, or a few grammar and spelling 
mistakes 

presented a realistic solution in 
writing to the global crisis of MH524, 
addressed both the food/energy 
possibilities, addressed the 
distribution and control of the 
resource, no grammar and spelling 
mistakes 

2 minute speech 

0 points 5 points 8 points 10 points 

Did not give a speech gave a 2 minute speech, but did not 
effectively represent their group or 
country, stated wrong or inaccurate 
information, did not take on the 
perspective of their group or country 

gave a 2 minute speech, and did 
effectively represent their group or 
country, stated correct and accurate 
information, lacked cohesion or the 
perspective of their country 

gave a 2 minute speech, effectively 
representing their group or country, 
stated correct and accurate  
information, took on the perspective 
of their group or country 
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